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THE NURSERY- 

soncs FORJTHL-^— 

„ „ When the Little Children 
the Mountain. >( (iTo the Evening Star,” 

"OP y°" d 'L°whit«‘ L! "’’l; l<in Tlie “Dancing Son .g" given 
Sleep.” ; Th !, „ Snow-white- 1 suitab l e for action. 

, ln 

and violin p ymg ’ y,ng on 

;T'^c he> mcs . by Brahms* are several little gems, 
In "Nursery W")™® i ’ r .„ s , ma n” which has a very pretty 
particularly "^'rffte elder children goes round the .circle 

accompaniment. One of the hea ds, sway their bodies to 

of little drowsy ones, w 10 knee an d cover their faces. At the 
and fro, till they sink on rouse and dance gently, and 

second half of the last v X 0 ne!” instead of “Sleep 

can sing “Awake, awake, my 

on!” as before. have been thus briefly 

“ossMe 0 a Nursery party of three to 
touched upon are all poss or of others |ike th em- 

“ l “ « minutes aftei the arithmetic lesson and 
for another twenty minutes before bedttme-will be fou, 
both helpful and very pleasant to the children, and 
who have the care of them. A happy yet controlled bent is 
given to the bright, active little spirits and bodies, thereby 
banishing fidgetiness and inattention, and the beaming earnest 
faces of the dancing singers show that the children have 
attained that joyous teachable frame of being “ as good as 
gold.” 

Frances Epps. 



Notes and Queries. 


I should like to call the attention of parents to three 
points, in which they often transgress, often, I believe, from 
pure thoughtlessness. (i) The habit of criticising teachers 
before the children, or, still worse, allowing the children to sit 
in judgment on them. Love and reverence are the main 
elements of influence for good, and these can be destroyed in 
a moment by a few disparaging remarks. Under the present 
day school system, the home influence is stronger than formerly, 
for either good or evil. I remember gratefully my own mother’s 

answer to a childish growl of mine, “ Miss is so cross.” “ I 

dare say you are very provoking sometimes.” Of course, the 
child’s side has to be considered ; but that will be done by quiet 
observation better than by questioning. For instance, when, after 
some months at school, it was clear that a master had not won 
the respect and affection of a little boy whose reports, both in 
work and conduct, were all that could be desired, I should have 
liked to remove him, because the want of personal influence was 
such an infinite loss to the child. (2) Justice.— In ever) ar & e 
family there is sure to be one peculiar or domineermg temper , 
instead of grappling with it, the parents ijtoo ^ & 

others submit, preach family peace, _ of the 

quarrel,” &c., instead of going into the rig °. tice & an d the 
case. Children have, a very strong sense J ^ - n the 

justice in their little world ought to 1 er often tQ0 dear ly 

great world only in degree. Presen P e j ead tQ uf e . long 

purchased ; the unchecked te ^P er ^ 0 enc0U ragement of 

estrangement. (3) The toleration o deal seve rely 

teasing.— This is almost the only taui ^ the dev il than 

with in a child, because it has in it ar ^ ^ | ove 0 f giving 

many offences deemed more serious ; This seems 

Pain for its own sake; it as j! , . the teaser love to 

a hard saying, but it is true. Whom does 
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notes 


ho does not care or who 
, , the brother or sister and awkward, 

tease? No* . k but the «®“ k t . stigmatise it as cruel 
can give « l T most eas.ly «P£* ^ end of it Perhaps 

the tempet d we sha ll soon ' men , io ned the greater 
and cowardly- j j ought t family. “ Mamma is 

nder the head 0J“^ o the boy* of^» £ said twQ 

indulgence so o *-*^ , wit „ u s than she !s „ , 

SO much soon ffle on e cv ^' b . j, at can ’t be cured 

'f .bufyou see I Iril J exposed to more 

answered, but) brothers viiu u r . or them 

must be endured. > 0 does not make it easier tor them 

temptation than yo». J and help them.” I wish we 

,0 keep Straight ; yon "-"St > America n lady , a widow, 

could get the spirit of U me ^ „ i always told my 
with a large fam.ly, who manhood by allowing you a 

boys- I "f d "°‘r‘ morals or manners than I allow your 
lower standard of mora 

sisters.’”— H. E. „ rpnarat orv school for boys, nearly 

Since we began our P us morc than (l) The 

seven years ago, not ing ^ hands by those parents who 

immense power pu ^ s 0 \d t o train for them ; and (2) 

send us their oy intelligent home training, 

The utter absence, in most cases, 01 im-cu s 

especially in religious matters, even among those w 10 w 
educate 'their children well. Very many difficulties are created 
for us by little boys being sent to so-called kindergartens 
because it is “ convenient,” or “ so cheap,” and “ it does not 
matter where they go while they are so little. ’ — E. F. 

“Mater,” in your last issue, may perhaps take comfort in 
the thought that in these busy days no one gets through all 
they intend. But a careful planning out of the hours in which 
her time is in a sense her own — namely, when her children are 
with the nurse and her husband at business — will enable her 
to get through a great deal. Of course, her duties to her 
husband and children come first, and a long way after come 
the music and painting, to which, however, some time might 
gitimately be spared by taking them on alternate days. It 

her 1 ni ; PPe u ar ,: hat aS ^ et S ^ e ^ oes n °t get much help fr° m 
to be useM * 7° ’ k Ut Ver ^ y° un g children may be trained 

savi " g their mother a consider- 
help in the duct' . F ° r lnstan ce, the boy of seven could 
ln g, and could well amuse the two next child ren 


notes AND queries. 


while the nurse puts the child of one to bed 
like to suggest 6.30 as a much better time th- 1 Sh ° uld 
quite soon enough, even for a child of on* *1 5 ' 3 °~ it is 
sleep later in the morning, and give 1 X”' 
before breakfast. — E xperienced Mother m re tlme 
With regard to the question “How is a mother to fulfil her 
duties?' I would venture to say, first by endeavouring J Z 
discipline and govern her own mind as to be calm and self 
controlled, whatever difficulties she may be called upon to 
encounter in daily life. Let her try to regard it as an absolute 
privilege both for herself and her children that they arc obliged 
to spend so much time together, and seek to make use of such 
God-given opportunities for the close observation of the 
various characters of her children. With much sympathy, 
Mater Senior. 

I expect you will be inundated with answers for “ Mater,” 
it’s so particularly interesting to “ arrange days,” but I should 
suggest : — (a) Early rising, i.e., breakfast at 7.30 ; (b) a time 
table ; (c) pay very short calls ; (d) employ some poor needle- 
woman at 2s. a day, say once a fortnight, to help nurse 
mend and make, instead of slaving for ever at needlework 
oneself!”— F.E. 

Would Mrs. Steinthal be good enough to say where 
Donatello’s Baby, and the other casts she mentions, are to 
be had, and at what cost ? — ASPIRATION. 

I dress my children in blue serge, year after y ear , not ‘ n & 
can be better, but we should like a change. 1 an y ^ 
of the Parents' Review suggest a coloui an ma 
suitable for all weathers, and nearly all ° ccas J°” S ' improve 

The Easter holidays are coming, and I w P wm 

them by reading aloud one book— a rea , noJ . dead i y dull, 

some reading man suggest something w k we k no w of 

We are of all ages, up to eighteen. V ts you on 

books enough, but a hint from an outsider 
new lines.— A Reforming Father. en 65 ° a nd 8o°. 

The Bath. — Dip in the morning ; wat h chjldren t0 use 

Wash in warm water with soap at mg • mse i ves .— B ad. 

a nair rvf c^all washing Moves and wash them. 



